
A manifestation determination is a disciplinary procedure for a student with a known or suspected 
disability who is subject to a disciplinary action that results in a cumulative disciplinary removal 
(ISS/OSS) for more than 10 school days in their current school year. These procedures apply to 
students served through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (504). 
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What is a manifestation dertermination?

Simplify your special education with SpedTrack

We realize that the complexities of a manifestation determination can be challenging. To help, we 
created this simple �owchart that is designed to help bring clarity to the process. 

Manifestation Determination Flowchart

No Yes

Is the suspension longer than 10 days or 
has the student accrued more than 10 
days following this suspension? (see 
Special Circumstances for Weapons, 

Drugs, & Alcohol) 

?

Student can be removed from 
educational placement. If removal is 
substantially long the district must 
continue to provide a FAPE through 

various means.

Child LEA

Removal and change of education is 
justi�ed, but the team will need to 

determine how to o�er a FAPE. Notify the 
parent immediately after decision with a 

Prior Written Notice.

The student must be returned to the 
educational placement they were 

removed from, conduct or review the 
FBA, and write or revise the BIP. 

A protected student’s conduct results in a suspension

!

Within 10 days the manifestation 
determination team reviews relevant 

documents. 

Was the behavior a manifestation of the 
child’s disability or the failure of the LEA to 

fully implement the IEP?

?


