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This �owchart was created to bring clarity to the general process of agency referrals to special 
education. Each state has di�ering requirements, so this is a high level overview of the process.

Referral for Special Education Flowchart
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Would pre-referral interventions or an 
education plan mitigate the need for 

special education services?
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The special education referral is denied 
and the student continues learning in 
their regular education evironment.

The team has 30 calendar days to hold 
an IEP meeting to develop an individual 

education program (IEP).

Child Support Team meets to discuss pre-referral interventions
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The child is suspected to have a 
disability and the next steps are as 

follows:

Student will continute their education 
with these methods and will not receive 

a referral for special education.

Is the child considered to have an eligible 
disability?

Teacher/Sta� makes referral

LEA sends parent(s) a letter

Complete RED within 30 days

Gain parental consent

Intial evaluation within 60 days
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